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ment in the creeds of Bright, Cobden, and J. S. Mill
three generations later, was the natural product of the
new manufacturing class. Its economic tenets were
the expression of its economic necessities : the old
fetters, which encumbered every form of human
activitv, had to be broken in order to liberate the
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tremendous forces that were surging up within the
community. And the political passion for liberty was
the obvious reflex of the commercial doctrine of laissez-
faire. Men did not stop sufficiently to consider what
would be the ultimate effect of setting free these power-
ful forces : weary of the old stagnation, they believed
that any flowing current would carry them to happi-
ness.
(Jeremy Bentham was the intellectual fountain
whence the waters flowed.) He was a man of knowledge,
versatility, and energy all equally overwhelming ; he
is not to be judged as a philosopher alone, but as an
intensely practical reformer. For, although the pure
gospel of utility has its own assumptions and may
justly be accused of being doctrinaire, the Utilitarians
never considered their work completed when they had
published their volumes. They were all of them
active men, taking their part in public life and shoulder-
ing the tiresome burdens of practical, even of petty,
reform. In particular, the barbarous legal and penal
systems were much improved by the activities of
Bentham, and the Reform Bill of 1832 was substantially
aided to victory by the ceaseless efforts of the Ben-
thamite school. The reaction of the French Revolution,
upon English ideas was cut short by the emergence of
Napoleon ; as a result, the democratic movement on this
side of the Channel ceased to see visions and to dream
dreams, and was aroused to commonplace actualities
at the instance of practical men. ( Social Contract